Hypertensive end-stage renal disease in blacks: the role of end-stage renal disease surveillance.
The end-stage renal disease (ESRD) networks and the United States Renal Data System recently have described the epidemiology of ESRD and broadened our appreciation of the impact of ESRD in the United States. This surveillance system also can be used to study the occurrence and control of ESRD. Among the epidemiologic study designs available to conduct research on the etiology of renal failure, case-control studies are uniquely suited for this purpose. The case of hypertensive ESRD illustrates this concept; risk factors for hypertensive ESRD, as a hypothetical exposure in case-control studies, are briefly described. Case-control studies are an efficient and readily used means to study causes of renal failure.